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sensitivity and tolerance to the tapestry  
of religious and political beliefs and affilia-
tions of all potential patrons. Mr. Campeau-
Laurion himself struck a sympathetic and 
patriotic note when he observed in a press 
release that forcing patrons to participate in 
an act of patriotism devalues the freedoms 
that our country was founded on. The 
inevitable media scrutiny and legal chal-
lenges (particularly if a patron is ejected 
from the venue or arrested at the venue’s 

behest) can be deleterious and expensive. 
If for no other reason, this should cause 
venue owners and operators to consider 
the potential pitfalls of such policies before 
they are implemented. As the Gadye and 
Campeau-Laurion cases illustrate, some-
times patriotism has a price. fm

1. 	 Defendant Bases Loaded leases the Bears & 	
	 Eagles Riverfront Stadium from the Essex County 	
	 Improvement Authority. 

2. 	 See Richard K. Hayes, God Bless America, 
	 Land that I Love.

Carla Varriale, a partner at Havkins Rosenfeld 
Ritzert & Varriale, LLP in New York, represents 
venue owners, operators and clients in the 
sports and recreation industries. She also 
teaches “Sports Law and Ethics” at Columbia 
University’s School of Continuing Education. 
She can be reached at 646-747-5115 or carla.
varriale@hrrvlaw.com. 
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Regardless of whether it is “state actor” or not, venue personnel  
should weigh potential adverse consequences (including the likelihood 

of a lawsuit) before a venue adopts a policy that compels patrons to  
behave in a manner that has religious or political significance.
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